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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INFO 
 

 Geography Department website: http://geography.uvic.ca 

 GEOGPLAN degree planning guide: http://www.geog.uvic.ca/moodle [Log in as a guest] 

 Undergraduate Advisor: Dr. Phil Wakefield - philw@geog.uvic.ca 

 Graduate Advisor: Reuben Rose-Redwood - redwood@uvic.ca 

 

 

COURSESPACES 
I will post the course syllabus, outlines of slide presentations, and any additional relevant materials on the 

course’s COURSESPACES website. 

 

 

 

POLICY ON LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

 Assignments submitted ON TIME will receive my full attention & useful feedback. 

 

 Please speak with me well in advance if you anticipate a delay in submitting your work, particularly 

when dealing with illness or family conflicts. 

 

 5% per day penalty for late assignments including weekend days. For example, 5% will be deducted 

from the assignment (due in class) if the assignment is submitted later in the day. If the assignment is 

submitted the next day, 10% will be deducted from the assigned grade, and so forth.  

 

 Assignments submitted more than one week late will NOT be graded. 

 

 You may submit assignments electronically to meet a deadline but a hard copy MUST be submitted as 

soon as possible afterwards for marking. If a hard copy is not submitted, your assignment will NOT be 

marked. 

 

** All assignments must be done exclusively for this course. 

 

 

PLAGIARISM 
 

Plagiarism in writing term papers will not be tolerated. Plagiarism detection software will be used in case of 

doubt. Plagiarism means representing someone else’s work as your own. It is a serious offence, punishable by 

academic sanctions. When you incorporate the words, ideas, graphics, or other products from someone else’s 

work into your projects, you must give credit by providing a citation and reference to the source work. 

 

It is your responsibility to: 

 understand what plagiarism is, 

 be familiar with and understand the information on plagiarism outlined in UVic Libraries’ plagiarism 

policy at http://library.uvic.ca/instruction/cite/plagiarism.html 

 be familiar with UVic’s policies on student responsibilities, conduct, discipline, and academic offences, 

as described in the Undergraduate Calendar. 

 

Students are reminded that submitting for credit any academic work which has been submitted (or where 

credit has already been obtained) in another course is listed among academic offences. 

 

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE 

Please notify me immediately once you know that any date proposed for assignments or papers conflict with 

dates of special significance in your religion. We will arrange alternative dates to accommodate individual 

needs. 
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OUTCOMES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
 

This course has two primary objectives: 

 

 To understand that there is a distinct relationship between space and power, and to gain an 

appreciation for how this association functions. 

 

 To develop a deeper understanding of the key theoretical concerns and debates that inform and 

continue to shape political geography
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ASSESSMENT & ASSIGNMENT DETAILS 

 
 

 

ATTENDENCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION - (10%) ² ONGOING THROUGHOUT TERM 

 

 This includes engaging in discussion, asking questions, offering answers, and active listening, where 

none is prioritized over the others. If you regularly attend classes, show up to class prepared, and 

remain committed to and engaged with the course materials throughout the term, this is an easy 10% 

to achieve! 

 

 

 

SHORT WRITTEN RESPONSES TO THE READINGS (8 WEEKS) - (5% EACH X 7 RESPONSES = 35%) ² DUE THROUGHOUT 

TERM ² IN CLASS 
 

LENGTH:  1 PAGE (approximately 250 words) 

 

 One thoughtful question, comment, and/or criticism on each reading assigned for the weekly class 

meetings for the weeks 2 through 11. You are responsible to hand in 7 responses, which means that 3 
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will consist of two essay questions. In the first question you will have to demonstrate your critical 

engagement with (at least) two of the course’s major themes. This question will be open, so that you 

may decide which topics you choose to write about, but you will need to demonstrate that you have 

gone beyond the actual readings in your reflections by considering the discussions we have had in 

class, and hopefully by doing some additional outside reading and thinking on the topics you choose 

to tackle here. In this essay I want you to demonstrate that you understand the two concepts you 

have chosen at a theoretical level, I want you to indicate how these two topics are interrelated, and 

you will need to also to show me some ‘real world’ application of the concepts by giving me empirical 

examples. During the weeks of our meetings, you will need to think of one or more empirical examples, 

possibly by drawing on a newspaper article, a TV show or film, a song or music video, a personal 

relationship, or some other life experience, and then in your final think piece tell me how the concept 

makes sense at an ‘everyday’ level to you.  

 

 In the second question, I want you to reflect on your own personal journey through this course by 

discussing what your assumptions were at the beginning of the course (i.e., assumptions about a 

particular concept, about the world, about what a course should be, about your role as a student, 

about my role as a professor, about human behavior, or assumptions about power and space more 

generally etc.) and how that changed after completing the course. In other words, I want you to tell 



 

Page 
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NOVEMBER 3 & 6 Postcolonialism & The Colonial Present 

 Gregory D 2004 The colonial present & Architectures of enmity in The Colonial Present: Afghanistan, 

Palestine, Iraq Blackwell, Malden MA 1-5 (only) & 17-29 

 Sidaway J 2000 Postcolonial geographies: an exploratory essay Progress In Human Geography 24 

591-612 

 

NOVEMBER 10 & 13 Discourse & War 

Cohen C 1987 Sex and death in the rational world of defense intellectuals. Signs: Journal of Women 

in Culture and Society 12.4: 687-718. 

 

 Jabri V 2005 Critical thought and political agency in time of war International Relations 19 70-78 

 

NOVEMBER 17 & 20 Resistance & Emancipation 

Pickerill J and Chatterton P 2006 Notes towards autonomous geographies: creation, resistance and 

self-management as survival tactics Progress In Human Geography 30 730-746 

 

Scott J C 1990 Domination, acting, and fantasy in Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden 

Transcripts Yale University Press, New Haven, CT 17-44 

 

  

 

FURTHER READINGS OF RELEVANCE BY WEEKLY TOPIC:  
  

 

Space, Power, & Political Geographies 

 

Allan J 2003 Power in Agnew J, Mitchell K and Toal G eds The Companion to Political Geography Malden, MA, Blackwell 95-

108 

 

Blomley N Law, Space, and the Geographies of Power Guilford Press, New York 

 

Crampton J W and Elden S eds Space, Knowledge, and Power: Foucault and Geography Ashgate,  

Burlington, VT 

 

Hirst P 2005 Space and Power: Politics, War, and Architecture Malden, MA, Polity Press 

 

Lefebvre H 1991 The Production of Space Translated by Nicholson-Smith D, Blackwell, Oxford,  

UK 

 

Massey D 2005 For space Sage, London  

 

Peet R 2007 Geography of Power: The Making of Global Economic Policy London, Zed Books 

 

Sparke M 2004 Political geography: political geographies of globalization (1)- dominance Progress  

in Human Geography 28 777-794   

 

 

 

Hegemony, Territoriality, & the Spaces of Empire 

 

Duménil G and Lévy D 2004 Capital Resurgent: Roots of the Neoliberal Revolution Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA  

 

Giroux H A 2004 The Terror of Neoliberalism: Authoritarianism and the Eclipse of Democracy Paradigm, Boulder 

 

Hardt M and Negri A 2000 Empire Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA 

 

Harvey D 2003 The New Imperialism Oxford University Press, New York 

 

Harvey D 2005 A Brief History of Neoliberalism Oxford University Press, New York 

 

Joxe A 2002 Empire of Disorder Semiotext(e), New York   

 

Laclau E and Mouffe C 2001 Hegemony and Socialist Strategy: Towards a Radical Democratic Politics 2nd ed, New York, Verso 
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Plehwe D, Walpen B and Neunhoffer G 2006 Introduction: reconsidering neoliberal hegemony in  Plehwe D, Walpen B and 

Neunhoffer G eds Neoliberal Hegemony: A Global Critique Routledge, New York, 1-24   

 

Taylor P J 1994 The state as container: territoriality in the modern world-system Progress in Human Geography 18 151-162 

 

 

  

Sovereignty & the State of Exception 

Agamben G 2000 Means Without End: Notes on Politics Translated by Binetti V and Casarino C, University of Minnesota 

Press, Minneapolis   

  

Benjamin W 1921/1986 Critique of violence in Demetz P ed Walter Benjamin Reflections: Essays,  Aphorisms, 
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Identity, Difference, & Genocide 

Agamben G 2000 Remnants of Auschwitz: The Witness and the Archive Translated by Heller-Roazen D,  Zone Books, New York   

Cooper A D The Geography of Genocide Lanham, University Press of America 

Danielsson S K 2009 Creating genocidal space: geographers and the discourse of annihilation, 1880-1933 Space and Polity 13 

55-68 

Jones R and Merriman P 2009 Hot, banal, and everyday nationalism: bilingual road signs in Wales Political Geography 28 164-

173 

Rancière J 1999 Disagreement: Politics and Philosophy Translated by Rose J. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press 

Toft M D 2003 The Geography of Ethnic Conflict: Identity, Interests, and the Indivisibility of Territory Princeton, NJ, Princeton 

University Press 

Tyner J 2008 The Killing of Cambodia: Geography, Genocide, and the Unmaking of Space Ashgate,  

Aldershot  

 

Watts M 2000 Geographies of violence and the narcissism of minor difference in Watts M ed Struggles over Geography: 

Violence, Freedom, and Development at the Millennium Department of Geography University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg, 7-31  

 

 

Citizenship, Migration, & Cosmopolitanism  

Appadurai A Soverignty without territoriality: notes for a postnational geography in Low S M and Lawrence-Zuniga eds The 

Anthropology of Space and Place: Locating CultureMalden, MA, Blackwell 337-349 

 

Bigo D 2007 Detention of foreigners, states of exception, and the social practices of control of the banopticon in Rajaram P K 

and Grundy-Warr C eds Borderscapes: Hidden Geographies and Politics at Territory’s Edge Minneapolis, University of 

Minnesota Press 3-34 

 

Gowen P 2001 Neoliberal cosmopolitanism New Left Review September-October 79-93  

 

Leitner H and Ehrkamp P 2006 Transnationalism and migrant’s imaginings of citizenship Environment and Planning A 39 1615-

1632 

 

Kofman E 2005 Figures of the cosmopolitan: privileged nationals and national outsiders Innovation 18 83-97  

 

Kofman E 2005 Citizenship, migration, and the reassertion of national identity Citizenship Studies 9 453-467 

 

Mitchell K 1997 Different diasporas and the hype of hybridity Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 19 Tm

[(d2(d)3(i)34(an)5024 45)n34e4 0 0 1 288.774 547.9 Tm

[(-)] TJ

ET
20T

10 0 1 288.775 9 .MA, 

  --  
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World Quarterly 24 591-599   

 

Valentine G 1991 Imagined geographies: geographical knowledges of self and other in everyday life in Massey D, Allen J, 

Sarre P eds Human Geography Today Malden, MA: Wiley, 47-62 

 

 

Postcolonialism & The Colonial Present 

Blunt A and Wills J 1999 Decolonising geography: postcolonial perspectives in Dissident Geographies: An Introduction to 

Radical Ideas and Practice Pearson, Essex 1-39 

 

Escobar A 2004 Development, violence and the new imperial order Development 47 15-21 

 

Kusno A  2000 Behind the Postcolonial: Architecture, Urban Space and Political Cultures in Indonesia Routledge, New York 

 

McEwan C and Blunt A eds 2002 Postcolonial Geographies Continuum, New York 

 

McEwan C 2003 Material geographies and Postcolonialsim Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography 24 340-355 

 

Radcliffe S A 2005 Development and geography: towards a postcolonial development geography? Progress in Human 

Geography 29 291-298  

 

Robinson J 2003 Political geography in a postcolonial context Political Geography 22 647-651 

 

Said E 1993 Culture and Imperialism Knopf, New York 

 

Slater D 2004 Geopolitics and the Post-colonial: Rethinking North-South Relations Malden, MA, Blackwell 

 

Toal G ed 2008 Book forum on Derek Gregory’s The Colonial Present 27 339-370 

 

Yeoh B S A Postcolonial cities Progress in Human Geography 25 456-468 
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Mitchell D 2003 The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space Guilford Press, New York 

 

Mudu P 2004 Resisting and challenging neoliberalism: the development of Italian social centers Antipode 36:917-941 

 

Purcell M 2009 Resisting neoliberalization: communicative planning or counter-hegemonic movements? Planning Theory 

8 140-165 

 

Routledge R 1996 Critical geopolitics and terrains of resistance Political Geography 15 509-531 

 

Routledge P 2003 Convergence space: process geographies of grassroots globalization networks Transactions of the 

Institute of British Geographers 28 333-349 

 

Scott J C 1990 Domination, acting, and fantasy in Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts Yale University 

Press, New Haven, CT 17-44 

 

Sparke M 2008 Political geography: political geographies of globalization III - resistance Progress in  Human Geography 

32 423-440  

 

Springer S 2012 Public space as emancipation: meditations on anarchism, radical democracy, neoliberalism, and violence 

Antipode 43 525-565 

 

Sundberg J 2007 Reconfiguring North–South solidarity: critical reflections on experiences of transnational resistance 

Antipode 39:144-166  

 

 

JOURNALS WORTH CONSULTING: 
 

ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical Geographies; Alternatives: Global, Local, Political; Anarchist Studies; Annals of the 

Association of American Geographers; Antipode; Area; Economy and Society; Environment and Planning A; Environment and 

Planning D: Society & Space; Gender, Place and Culture; Geografiska Annaler Series B; Geographical Journal; Geography 

Compass; Geopolitics; Global Networks; International Journal of Urban and Regional Research; International Political 

Sociology; Journal of Conflict Resolution; Journal of Peace Research; Nations and Nationalism; New Left Review; Political 

Geography; Professional Geographer; Progress in Human Geography; Public Culture; Radical Philosophy; Rethinking Marxism; 

Security Dialogue; Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography; SubStance; Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers; 

Urban Studies 

 


